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A FALL in the number of
people stuck in Fife:hospi-
tals in the past :month has
been ‘welcomed as health
and social: care partners

] insisted lessons will be

learned from the recent
‘bed blocking crisis. -

Members of Fife’s: health;

and social care gartnershlp
esterday heard the num-
er of delayed- disch:
likely to be reported to
Scotland for Februar
should stand at 117, wi
just seven said to’ be wait-

. Ing more than the natlonal'

standard of six weeks, .

“Getting -the number

down to 'seven is a-
fantastic .improvement,-

but that'is still seven too
many, and -going - from
156 to:117 is -a’ fantastic
-improvement, ‘but that is
still too many.”

The news: comes- after

-] January figures showed:

Fife.had the highest. num-
*ber of dela e

patients in

were recorded and 61 .wait-
‘ing more than six weeks.

. The improvement has .

eep

- ate care setting.
. widel

.an mcreasmglg
e

dlschalge .
cotland; when.
156" delayed dlscharges .

ro

been hailed, but couricil
leader Peter Grant warned

the recent situation: could :

be repeated unless difficult

decisions are taken on how .

care is provided in Fife. ..

‘. Since the Jan figure,-:
%unnt councﬂ NHS Fife
ding of £500,000 has cut
numbers and ‘moved more
people to a more.appropri-

cal changes in tJomt app-
roach are needed to ensure
future challenges, such-as
elderly
population, can be met:
“Getting the number
down to seven is a fantas-
ticimprovement, but that is
still seven too many, and

Yy
Emmg from 156 to 117 is a .;
tastic lmprovement but .

that is still too many,”-Mr
Grant admitted.

“I don’t know ifit’s bemg

" realistic to go a full year

without. anyone ‘being in

_delayed discharge but we

should try to get as close to
that as we possibly can.

“I. would say the im-

rovement we’ve seen has

een better than 1 expected :

but it does show that we've
sot to be prepared to take
ecisions: on' how- we’

But it was .
accepted that radi- .

 provide quality care within

ischarges welcomed

-on-the effect “boardmg”—

“moving patients from ward-
to ward-—~had h:

- pitals: and :patien s
many patients found them-
selves in ‘an inappropriate
ward for their condition.

Mr Brett.

the resources we have.
“What we. did over the
winter has put us in a semi- -
stable position to.give us a
bit-of breathing space, but if

we don’t take the’ difficult 3

deaslons I'm talking about,
I gharantee this winter will
be . at least as bad, if not
worse, and ' it will be‘ the
same the winter after that.
“We’re trying to make-an
nable system wotk

for, even tnore people.”
The - improvement fol-
lows a tremendously tricky
penod for NHS Fifeandthe .

council with “spiralling
. numbers of delayed -dis-
charges and immense pres-
_sure put.on the system.

the “£70:
Fund should help
at ways to. avoid “hospital -

-live more indepen
their own homes:

Indeed; yestérday’s part-‘
ership- meetmg touched

. Councillor Tim Brett, S

ions, such as reable:

ogy which can help-people
ently in

| KIRKCALDY. COULD soon seé by
1 return of the silver screen for the first. "¢
| time in 10~ years if plans for a town

centre 1 are given the go-ahead.

‘by. councillors.

housmg upgrade.

A HOUSING invéstrient

programme worth.over’£1.1"
1m1110n for' the' south-w
Fife area has been approv

Over. the next Ayear, theg
money will be spent-on up-
grading roofs, roughcasting,
kitchens, bathrooms and:|
‘eating systems installed by
Fife Councxl

nent
4 have in the past saxd demolﬁ:lon was

* Robert. Kllgour, who owns the fo)

| mer Station 'Hotel next to the Adam
.}.Smith Theatre, has unveiled plans 't
‘transform the historic building into a..

dedicated:picture house.

It -is. ¢stimated  the venture could
-‘create up to 30 full and part-time jobs,

as well as employment opportunities.

during the construction stage.
from Fife planners, a task Mr ]

T Is were reji
'ouslng development, flats and tum-
ing the buiilding into a student vent

“The. council planning departmis

Biit ‘the idea has to win approvall

ot mérit bemg listed, it
Nbeen Jpart . of Kirkealdy’s: bmlt
heritage for my re.than.a century.

In September 2010 otﬁcer
Wilson said, “ emlral

,formatmn ‘submitted :does tiot ]usﬁiyv

demolition: of the building- on safety
grounds .and currently the: building
appéars ina safe structural ¢ondition

;and is standlng of its own accord.”

Mt Kilgour said he feels he is in a

““catéh 22 situation” at present.

."“On'the one hand the ¢ouncil won’t
let:me demolish until I can confirm in-
terést from an operator, on.the other

:. ¢inema operators Won’t commit until
considers no mean feat, after prevmus‘

I'have demolltlpn permission.
“As.a result T-have spent a lot of

<t1me, effort and money on this ‘and
;have ‘enlisted’ the hel,

architects
Davidson Design, who ve drawn up
detaxled plans about how the

f vourable optlon because,
Histori¢: Scotland: feels the
“ning° of

A computer-generated image of the proposed multiplex cinema in Kirkcaldy.

proposed development would look in
the ho t;})“;:onvmce plan-

cers that development
would be.good for the local commu-

- ‘nity-and indeed the town as a whole.

* %I do have several cinema operators
‘who may be interested in this once de-
molition permission is granted but am
not at liberty to say who at this stage.
“My hands are tied, I don’t know
what the outcome will be, but Pve

* enough faith in this venture to know

it can be a success and hopefully I will
have a chance to prove that and I am
quietly in the lication

. “People have been crymg out for a
cinema for many years niow and this
venue would be accessible to ‘every-
one as it is in the town centre and
right next to the train and bus station.

“That said,-I have been let down
many. times over the last three years
so I.am not going to get my hopes up
too much,” ur added.

When the news emerged

ﬂoup

A - final decn,smn is not

‘expected. to.be: made I

operations- director -
Mulcahy insisted no
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